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Caula A. Beyl 
Director of Institutional Planning, Research, and Evaluation 
Professor of Horticulture/Stress Physiology 
 
Alabama A&M University  Phone: (256) 372-8093 
P. O. Box 272  Fax: (256) 372-8162 
Normal, AL 35762  caula.beyl@email.aamu.edu 

 
 
EDUCATION 

1979 Doctor of Philosophy - Stress Physiology, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN  
 Dissertation Title: Levels of Endogenous Growth-Regulating Substances in Tissues of 

Mechanically-Dwarfed Sunflower Plants.  
 Dissertation advisor:  Cary Mitchell 
 
1977 Master of Science - Horticulture, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN 47907 
 Thesis Title: Characterization of Mechanical Stress Dwarfing in Chrysanthemum.   
 Thesis advisor:  Cary Mitchell 
 
1973 Bachelor of Science - Biology (Botany and Zoology), Florida Atlantic University, Boca 

Raton, FL 
 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2002- present Director, Office of Institutional Planning, Research, and Evaluation  
 P.O. Box 272, Alabama A&M University, Normal, AL 35762 
 Responsibilities include long range planning, and evaluation of its implementation, institutional 

research on enrollment and retention trends, institutional research on effectiveness, university 
assessment, state and governmental statutory reporting, leadership in SACS reaffirmation audit and 
QEP development activities, establishment of a data warehouse, and evaluation via ad hoc and 
recurring surveys. 

 
1998- 2002 Director, Plant Science Center, Department of Plant and Soil Science, P. O. Box 

1208, Alabama A&M University, Normal, AL 35762 
 Responsibilities included program development, curriculum revision, proportioning teaching 

responsibilities, coordination of grants within the center, student recruitment and advisement, and 
supervision/evaluation of Plant Science Center faculty. 

 
1992- present Professor - Horticulture and Stress Physiology 
 Department of Plant and Soil Science,  
 Alabama A&M University, Normal, AL 35762 
 Current research efforts focus on propagation and root morphology/architecture of transgenic aspen, 

Agrobacterium rhizogenes transformation of Ziziphus species, use of edible white rot mushrooms for 
degradation of cellulose and lignin in space-based cropping systems.  Past research has included 
spectroreflectometry to detect nutrient stresses; systemic acquired resistance in response to fireblight 
in Pyrus and root rot in cocoyam; transformation and regeneration of Populus deltoides; involvement 
of drought and light stress in dogwood anthracnose susceptibility; use of remote sensing techniques to 
assess dogwood anthracnose; use of image analysis to measure root morphology and architecture in 
response to rooting, competition, compaction, and container volume; adaptation of exotic fruit crops 
such as peewee kiwi, jujube, and Asian pear; effects of root constraint on hormonal content of exudate 
of peaches; growth regulator modification of stress tolerance including cold tolerance of Actinidia 
species and acclimatization of Prunus serotina following tissue culture. 
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1987-1992 Associate Professor - Horticulture 
 Department of Plant and Soil Science,  
 Alabama A&M University, Normal, AL 35762 
 Research involved physiological modeling of lettuce growth as an alternative for physico-chemical 

systems in the space station, cultural adaptation of exotic crops particularly Asian pear and cold-hardy 
kiwi species, growth regulator modification of drought and cold stress tolerance, effects of water stress 
on cytokinin content of exudate of different species of tomato, conventional and tissue culture 
propagation, and in vitro development of fruits for microgravity environments, and interaction of 
genotype and propagation method on root morphogenesis in Prunus serotina. 

 
1981-1987 Assistant Professor - Horticulture 
 Department of Natural Resources,  
 Alabama A&M University, Normal, AL 35762 
 High-density fruit production systems including hedgerow and meadow orchard approaches, cultural 

adaptation of exotic crops, stress tolerance particularly to drought and cold,  and propagation systems 
both conventional and tissue culture. 

 
1980-1981 Postdoctoral Researcher - Plant Tissue Culture 
 Department of Natural Resources, 
 Alabama A&M University, Normal, AL 35762  
 Characterization of cell suspension cultures of triticale, wheat, and rye conducted jointly with Dr. G. 

C. Sharma under a grant sponsored by NASA.  Evaluation of picloram as a potential hormone for 
embryo induction in Gasteria and Haworthia. 

 
SERVICE TO THE UNIVERSITY AND PROFESSION 
2006 Alabama Quality Award Examiner 
2006 Member of the committee to develop a uniform syllabus for AAMU 
2006 Developed a presentation on Alabama A&M University’s progress in achieving the 

state’s goals for higher education delivered to ACHE by Dr. Robert Jennings on 
March 3, 2006 in Montgomery, Alabama 

2006 Peer reviewer for proposals submitted to USDA/SBIR program 
2005-6 Alabama A&M University SACS Liaison 
2005 Peer reviewer for proposals submitted to USDA’s Higher Education Multicultural 

Scholars program 
2004  Appointed to the Advisory Council for the Alabama Commission on Statewide 

Planning and Accountability 
2003-4 SACS Reaffirmation of Accreditation Leadership Team 
2003-4 NCAA Self-Study Leadership Team 
2002 Appointed to the state’s Higher Education Information Advisory Group 
2002 Co-organizer of Frameworks for Learning Leadership Conference IV, September 18-

21, 2002 in Columbiana, AL.  Taught segments on change as a tool, effective oral 
communication, diversity – not a problem but a plus, and using body language. 

2002 Chair of Audit Team 2 for SACS Reaffirmation, Planning and Evaluation Process 
and Institutional Effectiveness Thrusts 

2002 Chair of university’s Institutional Effectiveness Committee 
2001 Chair of University’s Institutional Purpose Committee for SACS. Reaffirmation of 

Accreditation Committee 
2001 Co-organizer of Leadership Learning Conference III, April 3-7, 2001 in Columbiana, 

AL.  Taught segments on change management, communication, dealing with 
diversity, negotiation, and reading body language. 

2001 Speaker, Youth Leadership Conference entitled, "You may not be talking, but your 
body is screaming at me", UAH, June 2001 
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2001-5 Senior Editor, Plant Growth Regulation Society of America Quarterly. Also, chair of 

graduate student travel and presentation awards committees. 
2000-2002 Appointed Associate Editor of the Journal of the American Society for Horticultural 

Science in the area of Environmental Stress Physiology 
2000 Instructor and co-organizer of Leadership Learning Conference, March 29- April 1, 

2000, Columbiana, AL. 
2000 Presented an intensive training session entitled “Analyzing and Measuring the 

Landscape Site” for the Huntsville Madison County Botanical Garden. 
2000 Participant in a panel discussion on Most Important Advances in Plant Science, 

Urban-Rural Interface Conference, April 13, 2000, AAMU, Normal, AL 
1998-2000 Associate Editor for the Plant Growth Regulation Society of America Quarterly 
1998 Host and organizer of a workshop entitled “Classroom Observation for Teaching 

Improvement, April 24, 1998. 
1998 Chair, Strategic Planning Committee for the School of Agriculture. 
1998 Invited workshop on the “Value of Good Scientific Writing”, Alabama Dietetic 

Association, March 13, 1998. 
1997 Co-Chair of Change Management Workshop for Deans and Chairpersons held at 

AA&MU, July 17-18, 1997. 
1997 Member of the University Faculty Development Committee. 
1996-1998 Secretary for the Plant Growth Regulator Society of America. 
1996 Peer reviewer for HortScience, Plant Cell Tissue and Organ Culture, Crop Science, 

Plant Cell Reports, Journal of Plant Growth Regulation, and Agrochemistry and 
Pharmacy. 

1996 Reviewer for proposals in the Auburn University Competitive Grants Program for 
1997. 

1996-1998 Chairperson of FIRST (Faculty Incentives and Rewards for Superior Teaching) being 
developed for faculty in the School of Agriculture.  Also, organized and conducted a 
workshop on “Recognizing and Rewarding Excellence in Teaching” held at Alabama 
A&M University, May 13, 1996. 

1996 Member of the screening committee for the Director of Institutional Research, 
Planning and Evaluation. 

1996 Extensively and completely reformatted the Graduate Thesis Guidelines for the 
School of Graduate Studies. 

1996 Co-Organizer and host for the Dogwood Anthracnose Workshop held April 1-3, 1996 
in Guntersville, AL. 

1995-6 Outside reviewer for Promotion for University of Tennessee and University of 
Georgia and member of Review Panel for USFS employee, Athens, GA. 

1995 Reviewer for NSF Competitive Grants Program, May, 1995. 
1995 Publicity Chair and the Chairman of the Research Publications Award Committee  

and the Student Awards Committee for the Plant Growth Regulator Society of 
America. 

1995 Invited presentation on the use of Agrobacterium rhizogenes to stimulate root 
formation, TSU Forums for the Nursery Industry (Propagation), McMinnville, TN, 
June 7, 1995. 

1995 Chairperson, Committee to evaluate the implementation of a Distance Learning 
Program at Alabama A&M University. 

1994 Reviewer for NRI Competitive Grants Program, January, 1994. 
1994 Executive Chair for CSREES Review of the Department of Plant and Soil Science. 
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1993 Responsible for initial revision of the Graduate Thesis Guidelines for the School of 

Graduate Studies. 
1992 Chair of University’s Institutional Purpose Committee for SACS Reaffirmation of 

Accreditation. 
1992-1996 Member of University’s Continuing Education Committee. 
1991 Chair of ACHE program review for Horticulture. 
1988 Executive Chair of Ph.D. Proposal Development Committee to obtain approval for 

the first doctoral program in Plant Science among the HBCUs. 
1982-1988 Chairman, Campus Decorating Committee. 
1986 Designed the landscape plan for the Hillcrest, the University President’s Campus 

Home. 
1980-1998 Master Gardener Coordinator for the Department. 
1981-present Member or Chair of various committees within the department including search, 

reappointment, promotion and tenure, awards, farm research, biotechnology 
strengthening, computer usage, science exploration day, and recruitment committees. 

 
INSTITUTIONAL PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT CONSULTING 
Nov 2006 Non-verbal Communication Effectiveness for Extension, Alabama Farmer’s 

Cooperation, Decatur, Alabama, November 15, 2006 
Sep 2006 Developing Learning Outcomes for the Course, Program, and Institution.  Two day 

workshop for all faculty held at Southern University at Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
Aug 2006 The SACS Process and QEP: Not Just Surviving, but Thriving, Bethune-Cookman 

College 
Apr 2006 SACS On-site Team Leader for Evaluation of the Quality Enhancement Plan, 

University of Central Florida 
Sep 2005   Consultation on focus and framework of the QEP document, Bennett College for 

Women, Greensboro, NC 
Aug 2005   Presentations on Documenting Institutional Effectiveness, Faculty Role in the SACS 

Process, Staff Role in the SACS Process, Lessons Learned During Reaffirmation, 
Summation of the Process at Bennett College for Women, Greensboro, NC 

Apr 2005 Presentations on Developing the Quality Enhancement Plan, Documenting Learning 
Outcomes, and Linking Planning and Budgeting, Southern University at Baton Rouge 

Dec 2004 Presentation on Learning Outcomes, Southern Education Foundation, Atlanta, GA 
 

FUNDED RESEARCH PROJECTS  

Year Role Title Source Amount 
2006-7 PI Characterization of root systems and stress proteins of aspen 

transformed for enhanced woody productivity/quality 
CPBR $20,000 

2004-07 Co-PI Augmentation of Landscape Design Curriculum through the 
Incorporation of New Technology Paradigms 

USDA $161,061 

2003-7 PI Use of Edible Mushrooms to Degrade Lignin and Cellulose 
(Purdue, Howard, AAMU NSCORT on Minimizing  
Equivalent Mass for a Regenerative Life-Support System 

NASA $502,600 

2001-3 PI Characterization of Transgenic Aspen for Wood 
Productivity/Quality 

CPBR $20,000 

2001-4 Co-PI Frameworks for Learning: Leading and Teaching Effectively in 
Ever-Changing Contexts (Challenge Grant) 

USDA/HE $47,726 

2001-04 Co-PI Training Underrepresented Plant Biologists in Emerging 
Technologies 

DoED/ 
MSIP 

$295,639 
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2001-4 Co-PI Sustainable Poultry Litter Management: Short-Rotation 

Hardwoods Integrated with Hyperspectral Remote  
Sensing and GIS 

USDA/ 
CSREES 

$269,146 

2001-5 Co-PI Screening of Shiitake Mushroom Strains for High-Grade 
Antibiotic Properties Contained in the Mycelial  
Leachate 

USDA/ 
CSREES 

$434,745 

2000-2 Co-PI HORTiculture in the EC and US FIPSE $18,839 
1998-03 Co-PI Biological Control of Bacterial Wilt Pathogens Using 

Mycelial Leachate, Developing High-Temperature  
Tolerant Strains, and DNA Fingerprinting of Shiitake 
Mushroom 

USDA/ 
CSREES 

$566,870 

1999-04 PI Modification of Growth and Other Selected  
Characteristics of Exotic Fruit Crops via Transformation 
with Agrobacterium rhizogenes 

USDA/ 
CSREES 

$578,405 

1999-02 Co-PI To strengthen Graduate Curricula in Seed Science USDA/ 
CSREES 

$275,329 

1997-99 PI Adaptation of Leaf Spectroreflectometry and Neural 
Network Image Analysis Approaches to Detect and 
Diagnose Nutrient Stresses in Space-based Cropping 
Systems 

NASA 
Ames 
Research 
Center 

$199,002 

1998-00 PI Neural Network Analysis of Leaf Multispectral  
Reflectance for Detection and Discrimination of  
Nutrient Deficiencies 

NASA 
Ames 
Research 
Center 

$338,558 

1998-00 Co-PI Partners for Social Change: Developing leadership in 
agricultural students 

USDA  
Challenge 
Grant 

$29,728 

1997-99 PI Evaluation of hydrophobic particle films for pest control in 
the southeast. 

Englehard $20,000 

1997-00 CoPI Control of Nutrient and Pesticide Residues in Landscapes 
by Phytoremediation 

AAES 
 

$491,150 

1996-98 Co-PI Restructuring the Faculty Reward System at SOFSEC 
Institutions.   

SOFSEC $45,000 

1996-98 Co-PI Development of Efficient Micropropagation Systems  
Via Somatic Embryogenesis and Gene Transfer  
Mechanisms for Southern Pines and Poplars 

USDA/FS 
COE 

$313,500 

1996-98 Co-PI Soak Medium and Environmental Modification to 
Maximize Shiitake Mushroom Production.   

AAES $123,116 

1996-98 PI A Collaborative Effort to Change the Reward Structure  
for Teaching, 

USDA 
Kellogg 

$39,000 

1994-99 Co-PI Interdisciplinary Research in Plant Genome and 
Totipotence: An Opportunity for Excellence at a  
Minority Institution 

DOE/NSF/ 
USDA 

$80,000 

1994-00 PI Sod Management for Peach, Raspberry, and Asian Pear 
Production 

USDA/ 
ARS 

$10,000 

1993-95 Co-PI Pollution Control in Aqueous Solution by Hydroponic 
Cultivation of Plants 

WES/ 
DOD 

$72,000 

1993-95 Co-PI Infusion of Sustainable Concepts in Agricultural  USDA $258,594 
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Curricula 

1993-98 PI Selected Alternative Fruit Crops for Alabama –  
Increasing Adaptability via Cultural and Research  
Practices 

USDA/ 
CSREES 

$490,000 

1993-95 Co-PI Vegetation Community Mapping for the Sipsey  
Wilderness Using Ground Observation and  
Multispectral Remote Sensing 

USFS $186,000 

1993-95 PI Monitoring Spread of Dogwood Anthracnose as a  
Function of Site Aspect and Elevation using  
Multispectral Photography and Image  
Digitization/Analysis 

USFS $46,800 

1992-94 PI Scientist Visitation Program to Enhance Minority 
Participation in Science. 

USFS $48,000 

1990 PI Development of a Plant Growth Database, Physiological 
Model Design for Lettuce Growth, and its 
Verification/Validation 

Boeing $57,375 

1990 Co-PI Battelle Pacific Northwest Laboratory University  
Consortium for Cooperative Education and Training 

DOE/ 
Battelle 

$50,000 

1990 Co-PI Summer Undergraduate Affirmative Action Research  
Program (SUAARP) 

USDA/ 
USFS 

$4,088 

1990-92 Co-PI Socio-economic and agronomic effects of climate  
change on small farms in the southeast 

EPA $33,000 

1990-92 Co-PI Acquisition of Plant Biotechnology Instrumentation NSF Spec. 
Proj. Prog. 

$525,000 

1989-95 PI Relationship of Genetic and Environmental Effects on  
Root Morphology of Selected Trees for Urban Forestry 
Purposes 

USFS $66,398 

1988-92 Co-PI A Proposal to Demonstrate Production of Salad Crops in 
the Space Station Mockup Facility with Particular  
Attention to Space, Energy, and Labor Constraints 

NASA $69,000 

1987-93 PI Alternative Fruit Crops for Alabama - Adaptability and 
Commercial Production Research 

USDA/ 
CSREES 

$425,000 

1987-88 PI Millet and Cowpea Germplasm Screening for Drought 
Tolerance 

NCRP/ 
USAID 

$20,000 

1986-88 PI Investigation of Tissue Culture Techniques for Fruit 
Production in a Microgravity Environment 

Battelle  
Pacific NW 
Labs 

$265,000 

1986-88 Co-PI Application of Biotechnology to the Nursery and Forest 
Industries of Alabama 

AL Res 
Institute 

$75,000 

1985-6 Co-PI Preplant Treatments to Enhance Germination Precocity  
of Vegetables Particularly Sweet Corn 

USDA/ 
CSRS 

$75,000 

1982-88 PI High-Density Fruit Production for Small Farms in the 
Southeast 

USDA/ 
SEA/CR 

$275,000 
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GRADUATE THESES - MAJOR ADVISOR 
Jemilia Ross-Polius Temperature and humidity influences on growth and fruiting of white rot 

fungi.  M.S. Anticipated completion, Spring 2007 
Lawana Adcock Alteration of root morphology and rooting characteristics of transgenic aspen. 

Ph.D. Anticipated completion, Spring 2007.  
Mike Reeves Integration of IPM techniques for control of blueberry weevil in north 

Alabama, M. S. non-thesis option, Spring, 2007. 
Anwar Alsanabani Transformation of Ziziphus spina-christi with Agrobacterium rhizogenes. 

Completed, Spring  2006.  
Rhonda Britton Multiple seeding ratios of tall turf type fescue in Kentucky and Hybrid 

bluegrasses with and without net for sod production.  M. S. Fall 2006. 
Pushpinder Brar Induction of regenerative callus in peach.  M. S. Fall 2004. 
Gwendolyn Valentine Development of a resource for management of tropical crops. M.S. non-thesis 

option. Fall, 2003. 
Quinton Cooper Development of a recruitment resource for careers in the natural and 

environmental sciences on CD, M. S. non-thesis option, Spring, 2003. 
Rudy Pacumbaba Adaptation of Hyperspectral Reflectance and Neural Networks for the 

Determination of Nutrient Stress in Lettuce, Ph.D. Spring, 2002 
Christopher Cooper Use of spectroreflectometry as a tool for detection and quantification of 

nutrient stresses in tomatoes.  Ph.D, Spring, 2002. 
Tomas Ayala-Silva Use of spectroreflectometry as a tool for detection and quantification of 

nutrient stresses in wheat.  Ph.D. December, 2001. 
Greg Dortch Clonal propagation of pawpaw using Agrobacterium rhizogenes. M.S., 

Summer, 2002 
Leopold Nyochembeng  Root rot in cocoyam - systemic acquired resistance mechanism?  Ph.D., 

Spring, 2001. 
Arvazena Clardy Effect of triazoles and nutrient levels on Zinnia and Marigold for 

phytoremediation uses.  Ph.D., Spring, 1999. 
Chelsea Mosko A survey of literature on systemic acquired resistance.  M.S. non-thesis 

option. Summer, 1998. 
Lynwood Blackmon Root zone competition between different sod and selected fruit and 

ornamental species M.S., Fall, 2002. 
Tabarius Gay Physiological performance of roots of ornamentals rooted via IBA or 

Agrobacterium rhizogenes.  M. S., Summer, 1998. 
Nelson Wynn Development of guidelines for use of distance media by extension personnel. 

M. S. non-thesis option. Spring, 2001. 
Ramana Gosukonda  Development of transformation and regeneration systems for use in 

biopolymer production by Poplar species.  Ph.D., Summer, 1998. 
Themika Sims GIS Mapping with Database Linkage for Street Trees in the city of Sheffield.  

M.S. non-thesis option.  Spring, 1999. 
Ada Harvey A survey of horticultural resources on the internet. M.S. non-thesis option, 

Summer, 1996. 
Christopher Cooper Agrobacterium rhizogenes  induced rooting - timing, host specificity, 

wounding and inoculation interval, and wounding techniques.   M.S., 
Summer, 1996. 

Melanie McEwen Growth and development of Prunus serotina  roots and shoots in response to 
light intensity and triazole treatments.  M.S. Spring, 1996. 
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Tara Hayes Assessment of the spread and severity of dogwood anthracnose in native 

dogwood stands of northeast Alabama using remote sensing techniques.  M.S. 
Spring, 1995. 

Muhammad Hatta Use of Agrobacterium rhizogenes to stimulate root formation in Ziziphus 
jujuba.  M. S. in Fall, 1994. 

Rudy Pacumbaba Relationship between physiological stress and susceptibility of Cornus florida 
to dogwood anthracnose. M.S. in Summer, 1994. 

Denise Conley Options for horticultural extension.  M.S. in Summer, 1994. 
Leonardo Alvarez Changes in endogenous plant hormones in exudate of root systems of peach 

and maple under root restriction.   M. S.  Fall, 1993. 
Raymond Bosk Yield comparison of radish and lettuce grown in nutrient solution from 

separate and shared reservoirs using the nutrient film technique hydroponic 
system. M. S.  Spring, 1993. 

Venu Oddiraju Development of a technique for digitization and image analysis and its 
verification as a tool for remote measurement of tree roots. M.S. Summer, 
1992. 

Marybeth Eliasson In vitro acclimatization of genotypes of Prunus serotina using triazole growth 
retardant pretreatments.  M.S.  Summer, 1992. 

Wen-hui Zhang  Cultural and growth regulator treatments to enhance cold hardiness of 
Actinidia species.   M. S. Fall, 1989.   

Indiren Pillay   Early onset changes in endogenous cytokinins in roots of drought-stressed 
resistant and susceptible tomato species.  M. S.  July, 1987.  

Arjyendu Nayak  Callus induction and in vitro shoot multiplication of four species of Actinidia. 
M. S. July, 1987.  

John Avery  Propagation of own-rooted peach trees for high-density orchards.  M.S.  May, 
1986.  

Pattsy Jackson  Optimization of culture conditions for in vitro propagation of kiwifruit.  M.S. 
July, 1984.   

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Taught/developed the following graduate, undergraduate, professional, & community courses:  
•  Stress Physiology of Crops (SPS 625) 
• Teaching Techniques for Horticulture (SPS 500) 
• Fruit Production (SPS 428) 
• Plant Propagation (SPS 421/521) 
• Scientific Writing (SPS 502) 
• Landscape Plant Materials and their Utilization (SPS 323) 
• Landscape Design and Construction (SPS 422/522) 
• Plant Growth and Development (SPS 561) 
• Tropical Food Crops Production (SPS 423) 
• Undergraduate and Graduate Seminars (SPS 491/591) 
• Commercial Nursery Management (SPS 401) 
• Introductory Plant Science and Laboratory (SPS 101) 
• Tissue Culture Workshop for Nurserymen - Sterilization Techniques 
• Plant Tissue Culture Techniques (SPS 533)  
• Agricultural Leadership (AGB 418/518) 
• Master Gardener Program (yearly from 1981-present) 
 (Propagation, Fruits and Nuts, and Landscaping sessions) 
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MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 
• Society for College and University Planning 
• National Association of HBCU Title III Administrators 
• National Education Association 
• Association for Institutional Research 
• Southern Association for Institutional Research 
• Alabama Association for Institutional Research 
• Plant Growth Regulation Society of America  

(2001 Editor, 1998-2000 Associate Editor, and Secretary 1996-1998)  
• American Society for Horticultural Science  

(Associate Editor for the Journal - Environmental Stress)  
• Alabama Fruit Growers Association 
• Huntsville Botanical Garden Society 
• American Pomology Society 

 
AWARDS, HONORS, and ACHIEVEMENTS 
2005 Researcher of the Month, Alabama A&M University, May 2005. 
2004 Accepted the Outstanding Planning Documents Award, Southern Association of Institutional 

Research, on behalf of AAMU 
2003 Recipient of Distinguished Alumna Award from Purdue University’s Horticulture Program 
2001 Recipient of Certificate of Appreciation from the Alabama A&M University Faculty Senate 

for Outstanding Service 
1998 Recipient of the Alabama A&M University Outstanding Teacher Award 
1998 Abbott Award for Outstanding Research Paper published in the Plant 
 Growth Regulation Society Quarterly in 1997 
1998 School of Agriculture Outstanding Teacher Award 
1998 Member of American MENSA 
1993 School of Agriculture Outstanding Researcher Award 
1991 School of Agriculture Outstanding Teacher Award 
1990 Alabama Fruit Growers Association Agricultural Researcher Award 
1990 Recognition for 10 years of educational service, Master Gardeners 
1987 Alabama Fruit Growers Association Conference Speaker Award 
1976 David Ross Competitive Research Fellowship, Purdue University 
1975 Gamma Sigma Delta, Honor Society of Agriculture 
1975 Graduate Student Council for Agriculture 
1973 GRE, Verbal 660, Quantitative 620, Biology Advanced Test 780 
1972 Boca Raton Garden Club Scholarship 
1970 Phi Theta Kappa, National Junior College Honor Society 

 
 ADVANCED TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS COMPLETED 
2006  Completed training for Examiner of the Alabama Quality Award program based on 

Baldrige Quality Awards, May 2-4, 2006 
2006  Completed Grants 101 Workshop, Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama 
1995-1996 Completed Phase I of the ESCOP/ACOP Leadership Training Workshop in September 

16-22, 1995, Indianapolis, IN, and later phase II activities on teaching rewards. 
1994 Completed a JMP SAS Training Workshop, March 9-10, 1994, Cary, NC. 
1994 Completed a two day intensive training workshop on Confocal Scanning Laser     
 Microscopy, June 16-17, Normal, AL. 
1994 Completed a three day Intensive Workshop on Histotechniques held at Alabama     
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 A&M University, Normal, AL, January 10-12. 
1992 Completed 10 week training session on Scanning Electron Microscopy      
 Techniques, Alabama A&M University, Normal, AL. 
1983-1984 Completed 1 1/2 years French language training for faculty. 
1986 Passed Intensive French Language Training, achieved FSI Level 2. 
1983 Completed Landscape Design Short Course I, University of Georgia, Athens,     
 GA. 
1983-1984 Completed Landscape Design Short Courses II, III, and IV, Ohio State University,     
 Wooster, OH.  
1984 Certified by the State of Alabama for Landscape Design and Setting of Landscape    
 Plants. 

 
PUBLIC SERVICE 
1990-2005 Horticultural Judge, Lincoln County Fair, Fayetteville, TN. 
2000-2001 Assisted with landscape designs for the Meadow Hills Initiative Project and with 

Habitat for Humanity houses. 
2000 Lecturer for Boy Scout Troop 429, Fayetteville, TN on Communication Skills and 

Education/Careers. 
1985-2001 Advisor and/or Board member, Huntsville Botanical Garden. 
 Also served as: 
 Member of the Committee for Investigation of Space/High Tech Theme, 
 Member of the proposal review team for the Center for Biospheric, Education     
 and Research (CBER) funding committee, 
 Member, ‘Expert Help Team” for the Annual Botanical Garden Plant Sale. 
1983-1989 Board member of the Huntsville Youth Orchestra. 
1984-1987 Board member of the Huntsville Tree Commission. 
1983-1988 Lecture Chairman, Huntsville Lawn & Garden Show. 

 
PROCEEDINGS AND ABSTRACTS/PRESENTATIONS (Institutional Planning) 

14. Beyl, Caula A. 2006. Fine Tuning Assessment Using Baldrige Criteria.  Roundtable 
presented at the Southern Association for Institutional Researchers Conference, October 14-
17, 2006 in Arlington, VA. 

13. Beyl, Caula A. 2006.  Enhancing Institutional Effectiveness with Title III Support. National 
Association of HBCU Title III Administrators conference, June 27-30, 2006 in Atlanta, GA. 
Invited presentation. 

12. Beyl, Caula A., Sherrell Price, Gete Bekele, and Jennifer Trimble. 2006.  Unraveling the 
Riddle of Retention. 2nd Annual Conference – Retention is Everyone’s Business: 
Empowering Students through the Faculty, Staff, and Community, April 7, 2006, Huntsville, 
AL.  Invited presentation. 

11. Beyl, Caula A. 2005. Documenting QEP Progress: Development of an On-Line Reporting 
System. SAIR, October 22-25, 2005, Charleston, SC. 

10. Bekele, Gete, Sherrell Price, Jennifer Trimble, and Caula Beyl. 2005. LASSI: Measuring the 
Impact of Learning and Study Style on Students’ College Performance. SAIR, October 22-
25, 2005, Charleston, SC. 

9. Beyl, Caula A., Shirley Houzer, and Virginia Caples. 2005 A Holistic Approach to SACS 
Reaffirmation and Institutional Enhancement, SACS December, 2005, Atlanta, GA. 

8. Beyl, Caula. A. 2005. Preparing for SACS from a Graduate School Perspective. Alabama 
Council of Graduate Deans, April 21-22, 2005, Gulf Shores, AL. Invited presentation. 
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7. Sharma, Subodh and Caula A. Beyl. 2005. QMS: A Query Management System for an IR 

Office. Alabama Association for Institutional Research, April 2005, Fairhope, AL. 
6. Beyl, Caula A. 2005. Where the Rubber Meets the Road: Letting Assessment Drive 

Retention. Conference on Changing the Campus Culture to Embrace Retention Initiatives, 
April 8, 2005, Huntsville, AL. Invited presentation. 

5. Beyl, Caula A. 2005.  Embracing the Challenges of Accreditation: Planning and 
Implementing. 79th Annual NACDRAO Conference, March 9-12, 2005, Huntsville, AL. 
Invited presentation. 

4. Beyl, Caula A. 2004. Student Learning Outcomes: Benefit or Burden?  Southern Education 
Foundation, December 8, 2004, Atlanta, GA.  Invited presentation. 

3. Beyl, Caula A., Virginia Caples, Shirley Houzer. 2004. Evolution of a Quality Enhancement 
Plan: Engaging the Whole University. SACS, December 4-7, 2004, Atlanta, GA. 

2. Beyl, Caula. 2004. New Planning and Budgeting System. SAIR, October 16-19, 2004, 
Biloxi, MS. 

1. Beyl, Caula. 2003. Outcomes Assessment – Agricultural Extension Programs.  Agricultural 
Extension Update Conference, March 10, 2003, Huntsville, AL. Invited presentation. 
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54. Pope, Torin O. and Caula A. Beyl.  1995.  Agrobacterium rhizogenes Influences In Vitro 
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41. Venu G. Oddiraju and Caula A. Beyl.  1993.  Comparison of Roots of Three 
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